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«xx. The CASE of WILLIAM NORTH and GRACE FEATLEY, 


On behalf of ber ff and the reft of the WIDOWS in Bromley Colledge in Kent, 
(4 


Reſpondents, Tothe Petition and Appeal of LEE WARNER Gem. Appellant. 


"OCTORVWARNEC R, late Bifhop of gy tf ,by his Willchen dated; Devifed out of his Mannor of Swayton 4.50 1. per Annum for 
WW ever,to maintain 20 poor Widows of Orth Loyal Clergy-men, and of a Chaplain to Minifter to them in Holy things, in 
an Alms-Houſe, then to be Built by his Executors out of His Perſonal Eſtate. To which Chaplain he gave 50 1. per Annum,and to each 
of the Widows 201. per Annum : The EleQion of which Widows and Chaplain, to be by his:Executors for the time being; and after 
2 their deceaſe to ſuch Truſtees as they ſhould appoint. | 

va Cola The ſaid Mannor of Swayton was by the ſaid Will deviſed to the Appellant, charged-with the payment of the-aid 450 7. for ever. By an A& 
-- of Parliament then made, for plalaigaonang ſome Clauſes in the ſaid Will, there was 5 /.-per Annuwm more for ever charged on the ſaid 
+ Mannor, to raiſe a Stock for Repair of the ſaid Aims-Heuſe, and that no pare of the 20 /. per Annum to the ſaid poor Widows ſhould be defaulked 

: for that Jes ; but no alteration to the Charity in queſtion thereby. 

The ſaid: Alms- Houſe was ſoon after built at Bromley in Kent, and called Bromley-Colledge, and 20 Widows placed therein above 20 years ſince,and 
ſo continued and ſupplied from time to time as there was a Vacancy. And the ſaid 201. per Annwn apiece was Cuſtomarily paid to them 
Quarterly, according to an Ocder for-that putpole fet up in the Chapel of the faid Colledge by the Appellant. | 

The Reſpondent Featley was duly wt het Tee of the'Widows of the ſaid Colledge by Dr. Pierce, the ſurviving Executor of the Donor , and 


14 Septemb. 
1666, 


--- Continued ſo.quietly for ſomeTinie;" (with the reſt of theWidows) being much in Arrear, and thereby forced-to run into Debt as 
far as her Credit would go, and _— ready to ftarve (8 moſt of the Widows then were) their Credit being quite gone, ſhe was very prefling upen 
her Knees to the Appellant, for her ſelf and the reſt of the Widows, to Conſider her (with the other Widows) lamentable Condition. Upon which 
his Reſpondent Feetley was illegalty ape violevtly turned optby the Appellant,or his Order ; and her Chamber broken open in her abſence,and her | 
oods thrown out,-{poile and deſtfoyed:- There being about 65 1. due to her for her Penſion in yn thenlaft paſt. | | Wo 
* The Widows of the ſaid Colledge hav Rights | wo acres of Ground|adjoyning to the ſaid Colledge, of the value of 40 5. per Anunuw , which | + 
* _ been rs, bo _ for _ year | x" by the a 4.06020 | HI - Directed. to th i I 
; » - + A Commiſhion of Charitable Ules , gro pi the 43 iz. was taken out, Dire to the Lord Biſhops of London 
3Nova692 - Rocheſter, Lincoln, and other Biff VAR n Ie Bey , | 4 
28Mar1693 | By Inquiſition taken before the aid Lord Bi and other Commiſlioners, upon the Oaths of about twenty Able perſons of the ſaid County, 
| Retorned on a Jury by the er == 7 WINE 1 ſaid Charity; "All the ſaid Matters above fet forth were found to be fo, upon a full Hearing 


| of the Appellant and the ſaid 6 ap pane an ortond | 
19fun 1693. © Upon Conſideration of the faid Jurors Ta ifition;. and that there had not been, nor then were any Truſtees duly Eleted and Appointed, for 
the inſpe&ting and well gover My Oe | (maPy'; and the Commiſſioners being ſatisfied there had been great Abuſes committed by the ſaid . 
- - Appellant for want of Truſte ving fi eral years then laſt paſt ctakenupon him the ſole Government thereof, and finding a necellity .for 
- appointilig Truſtees for the good-Government thereof. EE 
he ſaid Commiſlioners did Decree the Archbiſhop-of- Canterbury; and Eleven other Perſons of great Worth and known Integrity, in the County 


May 1692. 


CAN 

ST to be Tuſtees, to Manage-and Govern the ſaid Colledge and Charity for the future, and that the Payments be made the Widows Quarterly; and, 

this Reſpondent Fearley to be paid the Arrears, and to be reſtored forthwith to her Apartment.in the ſaid Colledge , and the other Widows to be 

_ pag their Arrears: And the ſaid two Acres of. Ground -to-bedifpeſed-of by the Truſtees for the Charity , and 4o s. to be paid by the Appellant 

| _ \ = tom Rent thereof; and the Iſſues and Profits thereof, for the futurs,.to be received by the Truſtees, or their Receiver , for'the uſe of the 
id idows. 1. > (20G Teant, g009 Fi $7 TT fy OAK | wb 

| | lantExce PL ORErAy was not within the Statuze of Chariteble Uſes, the Founder having :direted 


—_— Mor ET EROS bm Tt bur Yearl That ' ſoc. up for rterly pa 
: | w | "—_ 7 | | ly ;- but Yearly. no Ord Were a C pa 
ment by char could oblige him. ='That he ought to pay. che Charity'to the Widows, and not to the Truſtees. And that he Gn the 
{: Reſpondent Feetley out ; but Dr-Pierce did, who had: another-in herfſtead, and that Widow was duly paid. That he never received any 


- | of the Rent of the two*Acres; but the Chaplain did,- for the uſe of the Colledge. - Thatthe Appellant was conſtituted Truſtee for the Charity, 


*4 my 


faid Widows. 


. Exceptions, 


not turn the 


- | of the Rent of the two*Acres; but the Chaplain did; for the uſe of the Colledge. 
and had not broke his Truſt; and yet is turned out, and others put in. 8 He Oe: | 
- To which Exceptions;the ſaid North for the Charity Anſwered : That this Charity was within the Statute-z for that by the Will and A& of 
Parliament the Executors of the-Founder, and ſuch Truſtees as they ſhould appoint after them, are only Truſtees, and-not Special: Viſiters, within 

. the Proviſo of the Statute 3 and by-reaſon of the great AWiſes committed by the Appellant, the Commiſſioners were obliged to make ſuch Decree 

' forthe well governmentthereof. :"That-the Will andintent of the Donor was, the Widows ſhould be paid to the beſt advantage of the Charity, 

- and there being-noTime or manner of Payment limiced rhe Commiſlioners had-power to Order it. That there were Orders ſet up in the Chapel 

. - of the ſaid Colledge by the Appellant, for the' ery Payment, and from time to time paid accordingly ; and without ſuch Quarterly Pay- 

. ment the Widows muſt live miſerably upon'Truſt, © That it is the praQtice of Commiſſions , of this nature , when they change the Truſt, to 

: Decree the Payment to the new Truſtees for the Poor, and their Acquittance is a good Diſcharge. That the Appellant did turn out the ſaid 

' Widow Featley in a violent manner, fix Months after Dr. Pierce his Death, and the Appellant did place another Widow in her ſtead ; but did not 

+ . Pay her, as pretended. ** That” the Rent-for the two Acres was received bythe ain; but diſpoſed of by the Appellants Order, which 
belonged to the Widows. 'Thart'the Appellant was never-duly<onſticuted a Truſtee therefore,and for ſeveral grand Miſcarriages committed by 

; = in the Truſt : And that the Charity was like to-be deſtroyed, if he was continued; the Commiſſioners laid him aſide, and placed others 
therein. . ; DT, HS 1 os | | 

That Depoſitions were taken-on both Sides, and ali the ſaid Matters proved on behalf of the Charity. 
. This Cauſe then coming to be heard before the Right Honourable the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England, upon a full Hearing of 
Councel, and Reading the Proofs on both' Sides, his Lordhip confirmed the ſaid Commiſſioners Decree; which Decree of the ſaid Lord Keeper 

-. was Signed and Enrolled accordingly. _ | | ; 

- The Appellant appealed againſt the faid Decree tothis Honourable Houſe the laſt Seflions of Parliament, and the Reſpondent Norrh pur in his 
- Anſwer thereto: But pending that Appeal the Appellant did prevail with ſome few of the. Truſtees to have another Meeting, And in order there- 

. unto the Appellant ilteglly procured another Commiſſion to ifſue 3 and thereupon the Appellant by his. ſubtle Infinuations perſuaded ſome few of 
the Commiſſioners, to comply with him to Sign a New. Decree, differing from the former in.many particulars : Whereby the former Decree, made 
by all the Commiſſioners,and (upon a full Hearing and due Proofs) Confirmed by the Lord Keeper, and Signed and Inrolfled, was made-'null and 

- void; and then the Appellant withdrew4yhat Appeal. To which Second Decree the Widows did never conſent ; but ſo ſoon as they underſtood 

- the Matter, they preferred their Petition to vie. Food Own 507 __—_ the ſaid Second-Decree, and foon after put in Exceptions thereto ; and 

. . amongſt other Matters inſiſted: (as now they do) thatthe ſaid ſecond Decree of the Commiſſioners was Illegal and Unwarrantable* To which 
” : Exceptions the Appellant put in his Anſwer. © VE Woh ag LE OY EA EE, .. | 
. A Second And the faid Cauſe come on again to be Heard, upon-the Exceptions to the ſaid Second Decree of the Commiſfioners; and upon full Hearing 
' Hearing the of Councel on both Sides; the Lord Kgeper allowed the Exceptions, and Reverſed the. ſaid Second Decree of the Commiſſioners as illegal and 


2 80.1695. unwarrantable. | | 
X | ' Therefore the ſaid Mr. Warner bath brought this Appeal. - 


But the Poor Widews hope Your LORDSHIPS will ſee no Cauſe to Reverſe, Change or Alter the ſaid Firſt Decree made by the Commiſſioners,or the 
Order made by the Lord Keeper, on the Arguing of the Exceptions thereto : And humbly pray your Lordſhips will not {fer them ta be 7 ola pa &'/ the 
ſaid Second Decree of the Commiſſioners ; but will quiet them at laſt, afier ſo long a Travel and great Expence, and utter Ruin, if Your Lo ſhips 
ſball not let the Firf# Decree 4 rhe 10ahp; quan ſtand; and by Your Lordſhips be Ratified and Confirmed, and be obſerved and performed , ane 
rhe Reſpondens diſmiſſed with Colts, for this wnjuft and unreaſonatle Trouble and Vexation given them by the Appellam., 
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